In a paper contributed to the previous series of this Journal At the late Congress of the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, I brought this subject before the Crime and Reformation Section. Since the publication of the paper to which I have referred, the official returns of suicide for 1859 and i860 had been published, and I was thus enabled to make use of more extended data than those from which my previous deductions had been derived. In all essential respects, however, the results were similar. The counties in which the proportion of suicide was in excess of the general average of the kingdom, and the districts of inordinate prevalence of the crime, were the same. Such differences as existed, I purpose here briefly to set forth ; adding some observations on the restraint of self-murder.
In a paper contributed to the previous series of this Journal,* I pointed out several curious and not uninstructive facts connected with the comparative prevalence of suicide in the different counties of England and Wales. The data from which these facts were derived extended over the three years 1856-57, and -58, and were obtained from the Judicial Statistics published by the Home Office. The fact of greatest interest elicited was, that there were three districts in which the amount of suicide was in excess of the general average of the kingdom. I proposed, for the purpose of more readily fixing this fact in the mind, to designate these districts Suicide-Fields.
An analysis made by Dr. Farr, twenty years ago, of the proportion of suicides in the different Registration Districts, shows that the localities of greatest prevalence of the crime in the two years 1838-39 were tlie same as in 1856-58. It may be inferred, therefore, that the causes leading to this peculiarity of distribution are of no transitory character.
At the late Congress of the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, I brought this subject before the Crime and Reformation Section. Since the publication of the paper to which I have referred, the official returns of suicide for 1859 and i860 had been published, and I was thus enabled to make use of more extended data than those from which my previous deductions had been derived. In all essential respects, however, the results were similar. The counties in which the proportion of suicide was in excess of the general average of the kingdom, and the districts of inordinate prevalence of the crime, were the same. Such differences as existed, I purpose here briefly to set forth ; adding some observations on the restraint of self-murder.
In the previous analysis, Westmoreland showed the greatest excess of suicides, Middlesex the maintenance in all its integrity of the opinion that the act is sinful and criminal in the highest degree. So far as the notion of the sinfulness of suicide is concerned, it may he assumed that this will depend upon the state of religious instruction in a community ; and we have already seen that suicide is one of several indications tliat there is a serious deficiency in much of the instruction, particularly of the common instruction, existing in this kingdom. So far as the notion of criminality is concerned, it is manifest that the perfectness of this will depend upon the proper carrying out of the intentions of the law. Whilst the law required that the body of the suicide should he treated with revolting harharity, and that his goods should be confiscated to the crown, doubtless evils arose from its administration, which, to a great extent, neutralized its influence upon the evil sought to be checked. But of late years the administration of the law has run from the extreme of barbarism to the extreme of sympathy. It is scarcely too much to assert that it is now the rule with juries, upon little more than the fact of suicide, to return a verdict of " temporary insanity." The mischief of this course is great ; for at the same time that it removes the stain of criminality from the act, it also sets aside the notion of sinfulness, thus sweeping away the two great obstacles to the commission of self-murder. 
